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Table: Definition of the main reason for repair or replacement of restoration  
 
Secondary/recurrent caries 
 

Caries lesion detected at the margin of an existing 
restoration.   

Entire restoration was discolored Mismatch between the color of the body of a tooth-
colored restoration and the tooth that lead to repair/ 
replacement of the restoration. 
 

Restoration margins were discolored Discoloration leading to repair/ replacement of a 
restoration found at the tooth/restoration interface 

Restoration margins were degraded or ditched Included “ditching” of restoration being the main 
reason for the replacement of the restoration 

Bulk fracture of restoration Isthmus fracture or any fracture through the body of 
the restoration or the marginal ridge, but with the 
restoration still in place. 

Restoration was missing Either all of the restoration or a major part of it was 
missing due to lack of retention 

Tooth was fractured Any kind of tooth fracture adjacent to a restoration, 
for example the fracture of a cusp or of an enamel 
margin 

Pain or sensitivity Tooth sensitivity of any kind requiring repair/ 
replacement of a restoration 

Patient request  Denoted replacement of serviceable and functional 
restorations where patient wanted to change the 
restorative material 

Other reason Included any reason for repair/replacement of 
restorations other than those listed above 

. 
 

 


	Methods: This cross-sectional study used a consecutive patient/restoration recruitment design.  Practitioner-investigators recorded data on consecutive restorations in permanent teeth that needed repair or replacement.  DPBRN is a consortium of participating practices and dental organizations in the United States and Scandinavia.  Data included the primary reason for repair or replacement, tooth surface(s) involved, restoration materials used, and patient demographics. 



